
Phoenix Trotting Park 

 
If you’ve traveled on I-10 westbound, when you come up to the Cotton Lane exit, you’ve probably 
wondered about the large grandstand building. I got curious after seeing it on a website that talks 
about abandoned buildings. Doing a little research, I found out it was called “Phoenix Trotting 
Park”, and it opened in 1964. It stayed open just two seasons. A friend of mine found records 
tucked away at a small branch of the Valley National Bank. Apparently they lost millions financing 
the construction. It was supposed to cost $3 mil, but ended up costing $10 mil. The venture was 
called “The Arizona New York Harness Racing Association” and probably had mob connections. 
At the time it was built, it was “way out in the sticks” and Van Buren street was about the only 
route from central Phoenix, as I-10 was in the future. It was kept in shape to re-open, but never 
did. In the late 70’s most of the equipment was sold. At the county assessors site, I found an 
aerial photo. The main track is barely visible in front of the building. A second, remote track, is still 
prominent. 
 

 
 
 
 
So one day in 2003……. 
 
We drove out to the location on I-19 and took the Cotton Lane exit south. Not knowing exactly 
how to reach the building, I decided to take the road on the north side of the canal. As luck would 
have it, this was the way in. 
 



 
On the canal road, we approached the building. 
 
Traveling further, we found a gate that was open. Rather inviting…. We looked around and saw 
no one, although there is a trailer house just inside the gate, so we cautiously proceeded. 
Traveling past the building, we parked in the old parking lot on the north side, hiding the car from 
the trailer, and whoever might be inside. We got out, locked the car and proceeded to look 
around. The building is surrounded by a chainlink fence, but I found a hole big enough to squeeze 
through. 

 
View from the North Parking lot. 
 
My wife decided to stay in the car while I explored.  


